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Mr. Ales Simakou
Byelorussian—American Indian Society
P.O. Box 114
Gomel 246049
Belarus
Simakou:
Thank you for your letter and especially the
calendars! Myself I am a member of the Lac du Flambeau Band

of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. Our Reservation is located
near the "Top of Wisconsin!"

Dear Mr.

I'm enclosing a map which shows our Lac du Flambeau
Reservation. It’s the area that’s shaded in the yellowish-
green color. Our area has always been well known for it’s
hunting, fishing, ricing and vacation areas! Indeed for many
many years (1918 to 1988) our area was dotted with many large
and small resorts that catered to the tourists. However the
resort industry began to wane as the interests of the
tourists began to change and the decreasing income couldn’t
keep pace with the rising taxation and most of these resort
owners had also reached retirement age!

The map has a brief history about the Lac du Flambeau area
and mentions the beauty of our area. An "X" on the map shows
where my home is located!

I am enclosing four postcards. The first postcard has an
Elderly gentleman wearing a headdress. His name is George W.
Brown Sr. He is our most respected Elder! In 1934 the
Government wanted the Indian tribes to adapt a uniform system
of Government consisting of a President; Vice-President and
seven to nine Council members all elected to their office by
popular vote. The Late Mr. Brown is our Firzt President and
he is also related to my Father! (Cousins!)

The next postcard features a large lake. This is Fence Lake
which is the twelfth largest lake in Wisconsin. My home is

located on a peninsula near the top-center of the lake. To

the extreme left is an area where three lakes join together
and there is some brownish-white clusters. That’s where our
Town-- Lac du Flambeau is located!

The next postcard features a Historical marker.
of the map, there is a clear copy of the marker

On the back

This marker
is two miles from the site of the big Siocux-Chippewa battle
and most recently a dug-out canoe was recovered!

The last postecard is a “"souvenir"” from Hollywood, California.

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (¢pd&e‘d 408°"HON, Lac du
Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin)
s.d. postmark 1992-11-13 received 1992-12-02 p. 1 of 4

From: Lac du Flambeau Chamber of Commerce
<info@lacduflambeauchamber.com>

To: Ales Simakou<[...]>

13.09.2004, 17:48:52

Subject: Attn Peggy Gringalsky [Grinvalsky]

Dear Ales Simakou,

I am sorry to be the one to tell you, but Alvin Bobidosh
passed on about two years ago.

A better resource to find out about Peggy Grinvalsky
is the George W. Brown Jr., Museum and Cultural Center.
They can be reached by calling (715) 588-3333. | hope that
they can help you with any information. If there is anything
else that I can help you with, please do not hesitate to contact
me again. Have a great day!

Sincerely, / Stephanie Tralongo / Lac du Flambeau
Chamber of Commerce

Our Tribal Society comprises between seven to twenty one
Societies. At the top is the MIDEWIWIN SOCIETY (Grand
Medicine Society) and their rites are conducted with the
LODGE which is built by all the members of the
tribe. The Lodde can be from 100 to 200 feet long. Both
Midewiwin rites and Tribal ceremonies are held within the
lodge. Permit me to didress here and I°11 tell you a story!

Many Many years ado a child wandered away from its parents
and soon the whole was locking for the youngster. Then the
parents went to the Grand Medicine Man and gave him an
offering and told him what happened. The Medicine man
disappeared into the Midewigamig Lodge; where it began to
away and shake. In time the Medicine man reappeared, though
worn from his meditating. He told them to search a particular
area and soon the wayward child was found! This is a story
that my parents have told me and they said that the medicine
man was the only one in the lodge at the time!

Below the Midewiwin Society is the . My Father
was a member of the Drum Society and he was slated to become
the next "keeper of the Drum!"™

Below the Drum Society are the remaining Societies. Each of
these Societies take the name of an important mammal, fish or
Bird, such as: "The Bear Clan"; "The Turtle Clan" and on down
to the "Snake clan" This clan is the lowest society.

Each Society had it’s own hunting, fishing and ricing areas
and the area where I live is perhaps the Drum Societies area
and there are several known homesteads nearby. 175 meters
from my house is my Father’s childhood homestead and just to
the north of me was there Maple Syrup camp.

From the earliest time, it was Church groups that were
prominent in bringing education and religion to the various
Tribes throughout the United States. In the 1800’s the U.S.
Government began a policy of providing education. In those
days there was no choice about education. Boarding Schools
were built on the Reservations. Children were compelled to
stay at the boarding school during the entire school year!

Once a student entered the school system, the students were
forbidden to "speak in tongue" or to practise ceremonies! My
Mother told me that when she was in school and when native
foods came into season; the kids were lined up once a week to
receive a dosage of "Castor Oill"

MODERN EDUCATION.

While the old boarding schools were phased out; the Indian
student had a choice of attending the local ngh School or
attending an Indian High School in FLANDREAU. SOUTH DAKOTA
and from there the student can choose to enter a Collede or

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (¢p&zedd asBdHEN) Lac du
Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin)
s.d. postmark 1992-11-13 received 1992-12-02 p. 2 of 4
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Technical School of their Choice or they could attend the
Prestigious "Haskell Institute" In the old days the students
were sent to technical schools such as: Carlisle Institute
where my Father learned a carpenters trade and played
football with Jim Thorpe!

Today, Wisconsin has a system of State Technical Schools and
most schools are within easy driving range for Indian
Students who prepare for either a Technical course, or, earn
class-credit hours towards a College Degree. This allows the
Indian students to stay at home

The Sinta Gleska University in South Dakota is a new school
and it’s the first I’ve heard about it!

After I finish my undergraduate degree; 1’11 probably go on
and earn my Master’s Dedree. It would be nice, too, to think
of going for the Doctorate Degree; but, 1’11 probably switch
my Major from Communications to a more specialized field of
Broadeast Law.

I began my University Studies back in 1975. During the Spring
Semester, the International Studies Department offered a
class called Seminar in the Soviet Union. I was very
interested in signing up the day I saw that banner! But it
wasn’t until Mapt 1990 that I was to fulfill that wish! I was
very happy to have the opportunity to visit Russia and as I
am writing, I am thinking of preparing for another trip!
There is an offer for an eight day mini-tour to Russia
involving four days in Mockba and four days in St.
Petersburg!

Does your Society have many books on Indian Culture? I would
like to send some books! One of the books is called: OBJIBWA
CRAFTS by CARRIE LYFORD originally published in 1943; it was
reprinted in 1982. I have a copy that is ready for mailing!

Other books include: THE CHURCHES and THE INDIAN SCHOOLS by
FRANCES PAUL PRUCHA. Published 1879. Another book is CHIPPEWA

by Originally published in 1929 and
reprinted in 1979. I have placed an order for these books and
hope that they still are "in print!"

There is another book that may be of interest; however it was
written for youngsters and youth organizations and dance
troupes. This book shows how to make various tribal costumes
from common materials. The Book is called: THE GOLDEN BOOK OF
INDIAN CRAFTS and LORES. Originally published in 1954 by W.
Ben Hunt (1888-1970) I believe this book may be "out of
print” but I do have available elements of this book that
were photocopied for my journey to Russia in 1990!

Does your Society have any video cassette recorders? What
format would the VCR be in? U.S./European ETA/NTSC standard

Ales Simakou

Byelorussian-American Indian Society
P.0O. Box 114

Gomel 246048

Belarus

Dear Ales,
Thank you for your letter and Christmas Card and
especially the "position papers” and the Vodka coupons!

Your invitation to come and visit Belarus is accepted! I'm
working on plans for putting a trip together. I wish that I
could go today! My plans, however, are towards a late Summer
or Fall trip! So far, what I have worked out is an Intourist
" A la cart" tour package, which is an individualized tour
and can be extended by any amount of days! I haven’t decided
vet on a flight to Helsinki, or, a direct flight to Moscow!

In Moscow, we’ll spend two days and from there a flight to
Kiev for two-three days and then we’ll take a flight to Minsk
and I'm planning on a three or four day visit! I’ve asked
also if I could travel to Gomel! Does the BAIS have a
ceremonial pipe? I’1l bring a ceremonial pipe!

With my letter, I'm enclosing two books! The first one is
called "Indian Cooking" It was printed in North Caroclina. All
the recipes are interesting, however, those recipes which
I’ve marked with an "x" are universal recipes amongst all the
tribes! One recipe that is my favorite is " Fry Bread!" The
recipe in the book is "too generic!”

FRY BREAD

Mix dough per recipe.

take a spoonful or flour, spread it out on a flat surface.

Now take a spoonful of dough, about the size of a one

Ruble coin, slightly pat it into the flour. By patting it

lightly in the flour, you will remove the stickiness of

the dough! Careful! too much patting will change the
nature of the dough!

4. Your most important part of the recipe is your cooking
lard or oil. It must be heated to around 350 degrees or
medium high heat. Too hot and your oil will scorch and
char the fry bread black!

5. Take the spoonful of dough and flatten it out to about the
size of a one Ruble note. Slit the center and then place
into the oil.

8. If your cooking oil or lard is at the right medium, your
fry bread, will turn into a nice amber or golden brown
color! Soon as it turns golden in color, flip it over
until that side, too is golden. Remove place on plate to
drain off excess oil. Enjoy!

[XESTSY

Many of these recipes can be found throughout the various
tribes, most recipes shown maybe Cherokee!

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (o' 408 'HON, Lac du
Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin)
s.d. postmark 1993-04-13 received 1993-04-30 p. 1 of 4

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (d&e'd >1. 408°HON, Lac
du Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau,
Wisconsin) s.d. postmark 1992-11-13 received 1992-12-

02p.30f4

or the French/Russian PAL standard? How about cassette
players? I can record some music and Indian legends unto
cassette tapes! I can send drum music and modern Native
American Flutist music by R. Carlos Nakai and Larry Long!

Last year a ladyfriend/neighbor inherited some of her Great
Grandfathers possessions. Her Great Grandfather had
immigrated from Lithuania during the 1920’s. There were sonme
letters and his army service record and a exit passport which
I had fun in translating! All those documents and letters
were written to the Germanic-Slavic alphabet!!

There is a redional Indian Newspaper called "News from Indian
Country" which is published in Hayward, Wisconsin and I was
reading the "letters to the Editor" column one day and that’s
where I saw your name!

I have many hobbies! I collect old coins and I also collect
old automobiles! Recently I acquired a 1930 Chevrolet truck
which I will be restoring! Other vehicles include a 1931
Model A Ford and a 1984 Chevrolet Corvebtte!

Our Tribe had a general election last month and I am
enclosing a couple samples of "position papers” published by
two of the candidates! Our Tribal election was similar to the
Presidential election that ended recently. Some of the
incumbents had lost their elections as well! A new and
younger generation of leaders is bedinning to emerge!

I am enclosing some International Reply Coupons for your
convenience! They’re enclosed in a wax paper envelope.

Sjincerely your

oy ey s e
Alvin J. Bobidosh

2355 Bobidosh Point Lane
Lac du Flambeau, Wi 54538

page 2-

The dandelion recipe is new to me! However, during our great
"Prohibition period"” of the 1920°s, when all alcoholic
beverages were banned; many people cultivated the dandelion
not as a vegetable; but as the basis of a rather potent wine!

The second book I’m enclosing is titled " History of Lac du
Flambeau-Past and present" It was written by a person who has
lived for most of her adult life here. However while it does
present a number of great information, I feel the book is
"slanted"” To me I feel that it is more of a "family history
book" and seems to give "patronage" to the Upper class
society in the "Summer homes section"”

My Mother has passed on a year ago. I’ve been involved with
a process that’s called a "Probate” My Mother has written an
Indian Will. Normally the entirety of the will would have
been acted upon by a Bureau of Indian Affairs Judge. However
her will was flawed. The flawed portion had to be taken to a
Civil Probate Court. We recently finished holding a Civil
Probate trial; but, the entire process won’t be finished
until Early June. I expect that early July-August the B.I.A.
Judge will then open a Federal Probate hearing. The Federal
Probate can be quite lengthy! Our family endured one Federal
probate procseding that took three years to resolve! But that
one was hotly contested!

Wisconsin is an area that’s known best for it’s diversity of
cultures! Between the civil war and the great "Prohibitionist
period” Milwaukee was best known for it’s Germanic community
and master beer makers. Milwaukee was dotted with many small
distilleries! That great community waned and Jewish settlers
took over. Today even that community has all but

disappeared! Other communities that are best known for their
diversity in cultures include: Stoughton, WI for its
Norwegian enclave; New Glarius, WI for its Swiss farmers and
where I attended College in Oshkosh was best known for its
Germanic master wood craftsmen and today, Oshkosh has many
wood finishing factories!

But to the North of us in Michigan is perhaps the best known
and most active enclave of Finnish settlers! The majority of
them came to work in the area’s taconite mines stretching
between the Mesabi Iron range in Duluth and Eastwards to
Ironwood, MI and ending at Iron Mountain, MI.

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (dizodd >f. atBdHE, Lac
du Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau,
Wisconsin) s.d. postmark 1992-11-13 received 1992-12-
02p.40f4
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A labor dispute with the mining companies during the "hey-
day" of the taconite mines [1890-1929] found most of those
Finnish workers locked out and most moved on to farming or
working as loggers. Today they are still best known as
logders!

I am very much interested in participating in a Byelorussian—
Lac du Flambeau Chippewa Joint Venture! Would you be
interested in school contacts? There are three grade schools
and a High school within minutes from my home!

I’ve started two new projects! Both of them involve two and a
half (!) antique trucks! One is a 1930 Chevrolet which I
belive at one time was a commercial delivery vehicle, It is
in very restorable condition and I°11 be restoring that one
and building a new delivery body as well!

I have an urdent need for a heavy duty truck; but the price
of a new truck at close to $18,000 would be a waste of money!
B0, for years and years I’ve been hanging on to a pair of
1946 Ford 2-ton trucks. One is a short wheel base model and
the other is an ex-fire truck which I use to drive as a
youngster while serving on a fire department! The cab on the
short wheel base model is in poor shape. The cab from the
fire truck is like new! So within the next month, I’11 be
exchanging the cabs. Then a modern drive train will be added
to the short wheelbase model. This vehicle will be used as
platform for a truck camper unit and then I’11 be able to
travel around the Country!

Sincerely yours,

Qe Bop.Sosl,

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (¢p& 408°'HON, Lac du
Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin)
s.d. postmark 1993-04-13 received 1993-04-30 p. 3 of 4

POST SCRIPT
I'm enclosing several photographs of some artwork that was
done by one of our prominent area artists. These are murals
that are in our local school and I’m not sure what the heavy
line is across the pictures. In the first scene, people are
gathering rice. In the next picture, three people are
finishing the rice. A hole is dug and the rice ig placed into
this hole and a person "thrashes" the rice to break the outer
husk. The two women are separating the husks from the rice
The last photo depicts a ceremony or a story being told. The
warrior with the necklace is wearing the correct headdress
for the Ojibwa nation. It is called a roach and it is made
from the long hairs of a wild porcupine. I'm enclosing a
card, a "hobby card" of Dmitri Starostenko. Collecting
sports cards has become a major hobby here and sports cards
especially of Russian athletes are highly collectable! I’'m
enclosing a set of stamps that are called "Plate blocks"
Plate blocks are a set of four stamps and come in two
varieties: One with a plate block number and the other

without a number. The stamp "honors” Elvis Presley, one of

the early pioneers of Rock and Roll music,

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (¢p& 408dHs, Lac du
Flambeau Reservation, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin)
s.d. postmark 1993-04-13 received 1993-04-30 p. 4 of 4

/602 Peace Pipe Road /P.O. Box 67/ Lac du Flambeau,
WI 54538/ (877) 588-3346 / www.lacduflambeauchamber.com
/ info@lacduflambeauchamber.com

----- Original Message-----
From: Ales Simakou [mailto:[...]]
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Mr. Ales Simakou
Byelorussian-American Indian Society
P.O. Box 114

Gomel 246049

Belarus

Dear Ales,

I enjoyed the telephone call to you recently and am
looking forward to the day that I can say "I’m on my way" or
"I’ve arrived in Minsk!"

I received your letter and packet of letters from Mr. Paul
Baudell from Canada! I mailed all your letters!

Received some very reassuring news recently! One of the three
phases of my mother’s probate will be finished! Soon I’11 be
ready to start making plans for my trip to Belarus!

One of my hobbies involves antique automobiles! I travelled
to Iola, Wi., which is about 110 miles South-East of my home
to participate in the Second lardest Antique Automobile and
swap meet festival! We rent a 10x20 foot stall for three days
and sell old car parts! I own a small van and it’'s just large
enough for two people to camp cut in! I did manage to sell a
lot of old parts; but also purchased a lot of technical
manuals! While attending my booth one day, I saw a young
fellow wearing a Pepsi-Cola T-shirt that was written in
Cyrillic! I managed to talk to the fellow for almost half an
hour! To my suprise, he mentioned that he was a "exchangde
student” who toured Russia and BELARUS!!

I’'m enclosing a book that is written by Dr. Nancy Lurie on
the history of Wisconsin Indians. I’m very happy, also, to
enclose a manuscript which was drafted for a documentary film
back in 1974-77. It is an essay that was written by Thomas
St. Germain(e) Whitecloud as & college student in 1938! I’ve
had this manuscript for many years; but had misplaced it for
two years and I just found it again about two weeks ago and

I rushed down to a photocopy center and had a couple copies
printed and to my chagrin, it disappeared again!

I’'m enclosing a partial photocopy of a book that was primbed
back in 1954 by W. Ben Hunt. The book appears toc be aimed for
Boy and Girl Scout clubs, dance troupes and for people
interested in making Indian costumes from easily obtained
materials rather than the expensive and hard-to-obtain
original buckskin and Esgle feathers. If you wish, I could
maks a more complete photocopy of the book. Mr. Hunt passed
away many years ago and I tend to believe that this book may
be hard to obtain! The history on this photocopy I'm
enclosing is.it’s return to Russia! I carried this copy with
me on my tour®of Russia in hopes of meeting with students and
especially with an Awerican Indian Society in St. Petersburg!

Letter from Alvin Bobidosh (Lac du Flambeau
Reservation, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin) s.d.
postmark 1993-08-05 received 1993-08-24 p. 1 of 3

Sent: Saturday, September 11, 2004 10:37 PM

To: info@lacduflambeauchamber.com

Subject: Attn Peggy Gringalsky [Grinvalsky]

Dear Friends,

Recently we tried again to find an e-mail address of
our old (postal) pen pal Alvin Bobidosh, a member of your
community.

We would appreciate your help.

We also would like to contact Peggy Grinvalsky
(mentioned by Alvin and on your site) for both "Bobidosh"
and "Russian™ purposes.

Thank you = dziakui.

Sincerely, / Ales Simakou / Belaruska-indzeiskae
tavarystva = / Belarusian - American Indian Society

1 0P otfshd" &'fls HO wets, s (] GOHEEZCOa0G Y &0
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06" 2MC o3 "te0ds5S0ds ™, © BOBiEO% Y G0 SO E=Is0te ™, BY A
IS0S": Alvin J. Bobidosh / 2355 Bobidosh Point Lane / Lac du
Flambeau, W154538 / USA 6=,¢ / February 28, 1998

Dear Alvin:

I received your letter and enclosures today. It's great
that you don't forget us. Information you send is always
very interesting. | hope to write a small study on Indian
gaming. The issue is very contradictory.

Are you on e-mail? We were for several days in
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November, December and January. The situation was very
complicated; we have been disconnected. Some "good
neighbors™ in Poland as well as Holland had sent so many
files (so called Alternative Network for Eastern Europe).
Megabytes were sent without consent and we were unable
to stop this avalanche. The server are "free", but the owner
is angry at us, so we hardly will be re-connected soon.

Can you write about e-mail practices in Lac du
Flambeau?

We are going to "publish” our regular Newsline in
English. Please write us what you think about it. Send it to
anyone (for example, to the editor of the Lac du Flambeau
News).

Sincerely, / Ales Simakou
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Letter to Museu das Missoes, Ruinas do Sao Miguel
(San Angelo, Rio Grande do Sol, Brasil) 1995-07-21


















